
SILVER COINS OF THE TOWER MINT OF CHARLES 1. 

By GRANT R. FRANCIS. 

CHAPTER III. 

THE SHILLINGS. 

Im
A VIN G undertaken the necessary research for t~e 

preparation of papers ori the Tower Crowns and Half
( crowns of Charles I, which I read before this Society 

on previous occasions, it seemed a natural sequence 
of events that I should accede to the President:s suggestion, and 
attempt a similar paper dealing with the die varieties of the shilling, 
and I undertook this in a somewhat optimi.stic spirit, without at all 
realising the difficulties with which I should be confronted in every 
·direction. 

Before describing the varieties, therefore, I feel it necessary 
to apologise for the many shortcomings which I know to exist in 
this paper, and for the fact that beyond merely touching the fringe 
of the subject, I fear I can make no claim whatever to completeness 
in anyone of the many issues that this series produces. 

This is clearly shown by my own lists (which will be appended 
at the end of the general matter), as over and over again I am 
·confronted with the existence of coins which have been clearly 
,overstruck with a new mint-mark, but of which I have been able 
to find no specimens showing the original mint-mark and die from 
which the overstruck coin was subsequently made. 

I have again also to confess to increasing difficulties in the case 
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of the shillings (and which will be probably intensified in smaller 
denominations), which did not exist in the case of the crowns, and 
only existed in a less degree in that of the half-crowns. 

Since the paper on the Tower Crowns was read, I am glad to 
say that no single additional die variety has come under my notice, 
and I think, therefore, that the claim which I advanced when I 
read the paper on the half-crowns, that the forty-three die varieties 
of the crown, which I enumerated, practically completed the list 
of the dies which were actually used, was fully justified. 

In the case of the half-crowns no such claim was possible, and 
subsequent research has added several varieties to those enumerated 
in my last paper. The number of half-crowns in circulation as 
compared with the crowns must have been very great indeed, 
and shillings were coined in much greater numbers still. 

Again, the work of the clipper and filer renders the identification 
of the smaller coins much more difficult than in the case of the 
larger, and the much larger number of dies used renders appropriation 
of individual coins to any definitely numbered die a matter almost 
of impossibility, so that it is the exception rather than the rule 
to be able to definitely state that the obverse or the rev~rse of any 
particular coin was from the identical die used for another specimen. 

Whilst, therefore, I have retained the principle of numbering 
such varieties as I have discovered in the same manner that I adopted 
in dealing with the half-crowns, the list can only be considered a. 
preliminary one, to which no doubt almost every advanced collector 
of coins of the Stuart period will be able to add from his own speci
mens, and it is quite impossible to say of anyone particular issue 
how many dies were made. 

In my present list I am following that of the half-crowns, and 
numbering the varieties consecutively in each mint-mark and type, 
starting again at No. I as a new mint-mark or new type was 
introduced, and I au{ adding at the end of my general remarks a 
tabulated list of the-varieties noted, which will give the same details 
as in the last paper. 

I should, perhaps, add that in every case the actual coin referred 
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to, or an illustration of it, nas been seen by me, and that unless 
shown otherwise the specimen is in my own collection. 

Some general comments on the various issues of the Tower 
would appear to be desirable in addition to the descriptive list, 
and therefore I propose to ask the reader's attention to what may 
appear to be minor points of difference, but which one would imagine 
must have some pertinent bearing upon the methods of the various 
workmen. 

Errors in spelling appear to have been infrequent, and in Type I 

only two specimens, in which CHRISTO is spelt CHRITO, have 
come under my notice. The coins in this Type with the mint-mark 
cross calvary were struck from the same dies as those with the 
mint-mark lis, but had the new mint-mark overstruck, and it should 
be noted that in my list one of this new mint-mark exhibits an 
Irish harp of a new form (Harp NO.3), which I have not at present 
been able to discover on a coin with the original mint-mark. 

Type I exhibits the King's bust in ruff, collar, and mantle 
on the obverse, surrounded by his titles variously abbreviated 
and shows on the reve~se a square shield bearing the Royal Arms, 
superimposed upon a cross fourchee. The mint-marks are the lis, 
and the cross calvary, popularly described as " long cross JJ or " cross 
on steps." In this issue a few unusual varieties are to be noted; 
in two curious, and, so far as my experience at present shows, quite 
unique coins, there are no stops of any kind either upon the obverse or 
upon the reverse, and another shows no stops upon the obverse and 
double pellet or colon stops between the words of the reverse legend. 

The shapes of the harps, which alter in hventy minor 'ways 
in the shillings, are described and illustrated in a special plate as 
was the case with the half-crowns, and the divisions of the reverse 
legend (CHRISTO AVSPICE REGNO), by the four arms of the 
cross fourchee, should be noted. 

All these variations would appear to have been engraved upon 
the die entirely at the will of the artist, and without any premeditation 
or instruction from anyone i.n authority. 

Of course the same want of regularity occurs in the coinages 
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of previous monarchs, but appears to .have reached its climax in 
the period under review, and to have been recognised and almost 
entirely overcome towards the close of the reign. 

Mr. Henry" Symonds, to whose research and many monographs 
this Society and the Royal Society are alike indebted, was good 
enough to send me a copy of his paper read before the Royal . 
Numismatic Society on " Some Light Coins of Charles I," in which 
he records a commission of the King dated August lIth, 1626, 
which reduced the weight of both the gold and silver coinages 
materially, :'lnd he points out that under this commission several 
shillings were coined weighing only about 80 grains instead of the 
normal 92! grains. This commission was issued during the cross 
,calvary period, and any coins struck under it would bear that privy 
mark. It was rescinded, however, after having been operative for 
a period of five weeks or less, and consequently the number of 
specimens actually struck must have been very few, and as they 
were subsequently treated as bullion, the majority must have found 
their way again into the crucible. 

They can, of course, only be detected by weight, and only an 
absolutely unclipped coin could be definitely identified as belonging 
to this light issue. Mr. Symonds himself has a coin of Type la, 

which weighs about 83 grains, and which was possibly one of the 
coins referred to, but there is a deficiency in the edge which may 
have been the result of clipping, and therefore it cannot be definitely 
classed as such. The President has another of the same type weighing 
80 grains which is undoubted, and Mr. Raymond Carlyon-Britton 
still another, but the latter is a fine shilling of Type 1, with the 
cross calvary struck over the lis. These two are almost certainly 
these light coins, and the writer has a very similar unclipped coin 
weighing 83 grains, which mayor may not belong to the series in 
question, and three others of 70 (Type r), 77i, and 79 grains, which 
almost certainly do; the last two are of Type la, and are not 
overstruck coins. -

Mr. Symonds was good enough to suggest that a paper on the 
Tower Shillings should separate these light coins from the heavier 





1. Type I. die 2, lis. 

2, I, 9, lis. 3, la, 7, cross calvary. 

4, la, 3, negro's head. 5, la, 2, castle. . 

7, Ic, I, negro's head. 8, re, 2, negro's head. 

CHARLES I.- SHILLINGS OF THE TOWER MINT. PL ATE I. 
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ones as being entirely distinct issues, and I am fully in accordance 
with his view if it were possible to make such a division. Unfortun
ately, however, the practice of coin sweating, and the irregularity 
of the weights of the normal coinage as exemplified in my own 
shillings, makes it impossible to do this at the present moment, 
and it must be left for some enlightened numismatist to discover 
(if such a discovery be possible) some definite method of identification 

,of the light from the heavy issue. 
The fact that Mr. Britton's undoubted specimen and my own 

doubtful one are of Type r would seem at first sight to point to
their having been struck before August, r626, whereas the com
mission was only issued in that month; but it may be explained 
by the fact that an overstruck die of the crown piece was used right 
through the cross calvary period, and again overstruck with the 
subsequent castle mint-mark, as described in my paper on the 
Tower Crowns, and in all probability the dies of the shillings were 

. similarly treated, and these coins struck during what may be called . 
the" light period" from previously prepared and overstruck dies. 

Mr. Symonds' coin (if of the light issue), Col. Morrieson's, and 
my own coins of 77t and 79 grains, of course, came from the new 
dies made for Type ra, and this would appear to place the issue 
of the new die during the period of the operation of the commission,. 
and very soon after the issue of the cross calvary mint-mark. 

The mint-marks in Type r are the lis and the cross calvary. 
Type ra shows a slightly different, narrower, and better head,. 

in ruff and armour. It exhibits a square shield on the reverse and 
still shows the cross fourchee penetrating and dividing the legend 
in the same haphazard manner as Type 1. The mint-marks are 
the cross calvary, the negro's head; and the castle. 

Type rb.-The variety so enumerated by Hawkins refers only 
to the reverse, which bears the plume over the shield to indicate 
that the silver from which the coins were struck was mined in Wales; 
but Hawkins ignores the fact that this reverse was used with the 
obverses of both Type r and Type ra, and I can only correct this by 
departing from this enumeration and calling the coins with Type I 
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obverse, and with the Welsh plume reverse Type Ib, and the coins 
with Type Ia obverse having the Welsh plume reverse Type Ie. 

Type Ib, therefore, has the obverse identical with Type I, and 
exists, of course, only with the mint-mark lis and the dies of that 
mint-mark subsequently overstruck with the cross calvary mark. 
The reverse shows no appearance of the arms of the cross fourchee, 
so that the legend runs correctly round the coin. 

Type Ie has the obverse identical in most cases with the coins 
of Type Ia. A few, however, with mint-marks heart and plume, 
have an elongated bust which breaks through the inner circle and 
divides the legend. The reverse is similar to the coins of Type Ib, 
except in one extraordinary instance where a coin with the mint
mark negro's head shows the lower three arms to the cross fourchee 
extended to the outer edge of the coin . . This is the only instance 
I have seen of a coin with the plume over the shield so decorated. 
The Irish harp continues to be bird-headed, and exhibits several 
varieties, but changes to a plain harp during the period of the mint
mark anchor. 

I have discovered only one error in Type Ie, a coin of Colonel 
Morrieson's, with the mint-mark cross calvary, showing an error 
which was rather common in the Briot sixpence, but which I had 
not previously observed in the coins emanating from the regular 
Tower Mint, viz., the word CHRISTO being spelt CHISTO. The 
mint-marks are the cross calvary, the negro's head, the castle, the 
anchor, the heart, and the plume. 

Type 2a.~The obverse of this type is very similar to Type la, 
but the bust exhibits rather more armour, and generally breaks 
the inner circle line, but not the legend. The reverse has an oval 
shield garnished, with the letters C .R surmounting it; the end 
-of the arms of the cross fourchee are now removed, with the result 
that there is nothing to prevent the legend running evenly around 

. the coin, without the awkward divisions so prevalent in Types I 
,and Ia. The harp again appears to have changed, and has now 
.an elongated curl on the right side at the top, turning inwards. 
There are nurrierous varieties of dots or pellets by the mint-mark, 



1. Type Ic, die 4, castle. 

2 , Ic, 5, castle 3, Ic, I, anchor. 

4, Ic, 6, anchor. 5, Ic, 2, heart. 

6, Ie T, plume. 

7. IIa, 4, plume. 8, [la, 3, rosc. 

CHARLES I. - SHILLINGS OF THE TOWER ]'vUNT. PLATE II . 







I , Type lIb, die 3, plume . 

. 2, IIb, 2, rose. 3, III, 2, harp. 

4, III, I I, harp. 

5, III, 6, portcullis. 6, IlIa, I, bell. 

7, lIla, 4, crown. 8, IlIa, 7, tun. 

CHARLES I. - SHILLINGS OF THE TOWER MINT. PLATE III. 
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and I have so far found one error of spelling in this type, the word 
CHRISTO on a coin with the mint-mark plume being written CHRSTO. 

It is a curious fact that nearly all the known errors occur in 
the first word (CHRISTO) of the reverse legend, and although 
one or two misplaced letters have been found in the obverse, and 
in the two last words of the reverse legend, these appear to be more 
slips than actual errors of spelling. 

The mint-marks are the plume and the rose, the latter in some 
cases being struck over the plume. 

Type zb.-The obverse is similar to za, but the head is even 
more within the inner circle, which is only just broken in some 
coins, and not at all in others; the reverse has the usual Welsh 
plume over the shield, which has no trace of the cross fourchee. 
The harp in this type is similar to 2a, but has variations which 
show the left-hand instead of the right-hand top corner of the harp 
elongated and curled over inwards. The mint-marks in this type 
also are the plume and the rose. 

Type 3.-A totally new bust now appears, with the hair long, 
lovelock showing over a falling collar, and the King's features more 
recogni~able by the well-known portraits by Vandyke and other 
Masters of the period. This bust is again rather too large for the 
field, and . the King's crown frequently impinges upon the legend 
space. The reverse shows an oval shield, garnished, and with the 
C R now at the sides, and there are several varieties of the Irish 
harp as described in the final list. 

In two extremely rare coins with the harp mint-mark, and in 
all with the portcullis, the head is reduced in size, and comes within 
the inner circle. Two curiosities are noticeable. In a coin with 
the harp mint-mark this emblem appears with a bird's head similar 
to the early bird-headed harps in the shield of Type r. I have 
only seen two specimens showing this bird-headed harp mint-mark: 
one is in my own collection and illustrated in this paper, and the 
other has this shape of the mint-mark on the reverse and is in 
Colonel Morrieson's collection. 

The mint-marks in this type are the harp and the portcullis. 
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Type 3a has a similar head, generally of small size. On the 
reverse the shield is now round, and the King's initials C R finally 
disappear. There are no inner circles on either side, and the coin 
appears smaller and less well-executed in consequence. One coin 
with the tun mint-mark has the error EP instead of ET on the 
obverse legend, and one of Colonel Morrieson's has CHRISTO spelt 
CHRISo., and another coin of .Mr. Raymond Carlyon-Britton's 
has the same word spelt CHRSTO, whilst yet another with the same 
mint-mark has a very much larger head truncated much higher 
up than usual, and very like the large head in use under the harp 
mint-mark. Colonel Morrieson has a coin of this type with mint
mark portcullis, but as this has every appearance of a pattern 
piece I consider it foreign to the purpose of this paper and I omit 
it from my list, as also do I the many rare patterns in the National , 
Collection. 

The mint-marks are the bell, the crown, and the tun. 
Type 3b.-The obverse of this type is the same as Type 3, the 

reverse showing C R at the sides of, and the usual Welsh plumes 
over, the shield. In this type two coins only are known; one is 
in my own collection, and the other, which is a much finer specimen, 
has recently been acquired by Miss Farquhar. (See Fig. I, PI: IV.) 

The only mint-mark is the harp. 
Type 3C is as 3a, but with the plume over the reverse shield. 

One coin only is known with the mint-mark tun, and is in Colonel 
Morrieson's cabinet. (Fig. 4, PI. IV.) 

Mint-marks are the bell, the crown, and the tun . 
. Type 4.-In this type, again, as in the case of the half-crowns, 

Aberystwith puncheons were undoubtedly used, and the fine portrait 
on those of the larger head which bear the figure of value XII in 
small letters behind the bust almost certainly was made from the 
·puncheon used at that mint. Some of the smaller heads also appear 
to be totally different from others, and I therefore must divide this 

. type into several-sections and append a letter to each, thus departing 
from Hawkins' classification whilst preserving his enumeration of 
the general type. 



,I 

2, lIIc, I,' bell. 3, lIIc, 3, crown. 

CHARLES I.- SHILLINGS OF THE TOWER MINT. PLATE IV . .. 
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The coins of this Type 4, therefore, have the Aberyshvith portrait 
with the small figure XII behind the head. The cross and part 
of the King's crown penetrate the inner circle, which is now replaced 
upon both obverse and reverse. On the reverse the shield is again 
square topped, and the Irish harp becomes rather more uniform, 
The only mint-mark in this type is the tun. 

Type 4a has a much smaller head, very similar to the smaller 
Aberystwith head, and the crown well within the inner circle; 
small fig~res of value. Reverse as the last, and the only mint-mark 
is also the tun. 

Type 4b has generally a small head, but varies con iderabl , 
I t is otherwise similar to the last, the letters, howe er, being 
somewhat differently treated, and has large figures of alue behind 
the head. Reverse as Type 4. 

In some prone anchor coins the bird-headed harp in the arm 
now reappears, but apparently only spasmodicall), and to\>vards 
the end of the prone anchor period the bust, whil t remaining 
similar, takes a rounder head, and a rather round- 11 uld red 
appearance. Of the early triangle coins with thi bust one 
extraordinary piece is to be noted. It looks a if the di originally 

' read MA! BRI ! FRA ! ET . HI! an unusual readino- f it If, but 
a B has been added to the HI! so that th oin. reads 
MA!BRI!FRA!ET'HI!B! 

Mint-marks are the tun, the upriaht an hor on bo h sid 5, am· 
anchor on obverse with prone on rever I pr n n 11 ron ob 1"5 

with upright anchor on reverse, prone an hal" hO'\', h}g hank both t 
left and to right, and the triangle. 

Type 4c.-A large, better head, old 10 king. and v ith bIder 
features and better poised on the hould s. Th eros at th top 
of the crown just tquches the inn r ir e, and this bust is v hat 
I may term the" Briot "head. This rem . 'ns until th~ lMt issu v ith 
the sun and th.e sceptre mint-mark, T p 5. The re me i as th 
last. Several of these coins apI ar to ha had thtcir mint~marl 
struck over the preceding one. 11 r two ha ~ bird-h~ad · d harps. 
and there are other varieties in this etnblam. Th eoin ith pron 

. 1 
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anchor mint-mark is quite different to all other anchor coins which 
I have seen, both in regard to the obverse bust, and the harp with 
the curious" foot)) in the arms of the reverse, which is a form quite 
unknown otherwise to the Tower series, though to be noted on 
some of Briot's shillings and half-crowns with the same mint-mark. 
There is such a close resemblance between this curious coin and 
Briot's shilling, mint-mark anchor, that the two are illustrated 
together for comparison. (Figs. 2 and 3, PI. V.) 

The two curious half-crowns of Tower workmanship in Colonel 
Morrieson's collection, illustrated in my paper on the Tower Half
crowns, and which were undoubtedly made from Briot's puncheons, 
with- the mint-mark triangle over anchor, must not be. lost sight of 
in this connection, nor the use of a Briot puncheon in the making 
of the unique crown now in the British Museum, which was described 
in my paper on the Tower Crowns. 

The mint-marks of Type 4c are the prone anchor, the triangle, 
the star, the triangle in circle, the (P), the (R), the eye, the sun over 
eye, and the sun. 

Type S.-This numbering was not given at all by Hawkins, 
which is most extraordinary considering the fact that he includes 
the later sun coin with the coarse features, and the high narrow bust 
of the earlier sceptre shilling, as well as the later sceptre with a 
coarse-featured, short, squat bust, under Type 4, to which they bear 
no resemblance whatsoever. I therefore make a final type of 
these three varieties. 

The coins have first a high, narrow bust, and coarse-featured 
head; these in the last sceptre coin issued became shorter and broader, 
with a much older face, and this I differentiate by numbering it 
Type sa. Generally speaking they are badly struck and of a very 
debased type of workmanship. These coins, and possibly those 
of the preceding type, 4c, from t~e star mint-mark onwards, were 
probably struck by workmen installed in the . Tower by Parliament 
after the superior craftsmen had fled to join the fortunes of the 
fugitive King. 

The mint-marks are the sun and the sceptre. 



2, IVc, I, anchor. 

4, IVc, 5, star. 5, IV c, 2, (p) 

6, IV c, 2, eye. 

7, V, I , sceptre. 8, Va, 1 , sceptre. 

CHARLES I.- SHILLINGS OF TH E TOWER MINT. PLATE V 
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7. q. 

10, //, /2 . 

IS. 17 

FORMS OF THE HARP IN THE FOURTH QUARTER OF THE SHIELD. 
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A few remarks on the twenty different types of harps which I 
propose to again illustrate on a separate plate from my own rather 
crude drawings may not be out of place here, although the President 

. has already read a paper on this subject, in which he described 
several of them, and sixteen of them were noted and illustrated in 
the paper on the half-crowns which appears in Vol. XIII of the 
Society's Journal (see p. 80). 

Harp No. I, then, was almost entirely used in Types I, Ia, Ib, 
and IC; it exhibits a small bird's head, and has a curl in front. It 
gives place in one instance in Type I (a coin with the mint-mark lis), 

. and in one instance in Type Ia (a coin with mint-mark cross 
calvary), to 

Harp No.2, which omits the curl in front, has a less ferocious 
bird-head, and a differently shaped foot. This harp is also found 
on one half-crown with mint-mark lis. 

Harp NO.3 has only been found, so far, on two coins, both 
with the mint-mark cross calvary. ' It is a most peculiar harp, 
having a sort of leopard's head twice repeated, the tail of the foremost 
animal entering the mouth of the rear one, and forming the top 
bar of the harp, which the strings depend from. I t is unknown 
on coins of any other denomination in the silver issues, but exists 
on some gold coins. 

Harp No. 4 is quite a new shape, and is the general one used 
on coins of Type IC, with mint-marks anchor, heart, and plume. 
It is also common to the corresponding types in the half-crown, 
and continues through Type 2 of that denomination. It has the 
rounded front with a flat" head" and scroll work top on the right, 
with a " foot" somewhat similar to No.2. 

Harp NO.5 was generally used in Type 2, mint-marks plume 
and rose, and only occasionally in the half-crowns of the same issue. 
It has a flat front with a small curl to the right on the left-hand 
side at the top, and a large elongated curl to the left on the right
hand side. 

Harp No. 6 was occasionally used in the half-crown issue, 
but is not known in the shillings, and is doubtless simply a slight 

F 2 
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variant of NO.5. It shows no curl on the left top, and the front 
of the harp is bowed instead of flat. It retains the elongated curl 
on the right top. 

Harp No. 6a is the equivalent of No.6 as llsed on the shillings, 
and is so numbered on the plate which will illustrate this paper, 
because it is desirable to keep to the numberings published on the 
plate which accompanied the Half-crown paper. This harp is 
unknown to coins of the larger denomination. It is similar to No.6, 
but has more delicate and tapering front lines. 

Harp NO. 7 is very similar to NO.4, but has a different head, 
and the front more rounded. In the half-crowns it appears first 
in Type za, mint-mark rose, but much later in the shillings, as it 
has not yet been found before the portcullis mint-mark, and only 
on one coin with that, but it becOIl1es a common type in the crown 
and tun periods. 

Harp No.8 appears on the shillings under Type zb, with mint
mark plume, and once under portcullis, but is much more common 
in the half-crowns, where it appears the general type under zc coins 
with the mint-mark harp. ,It has a curved front , with the top curl 
turned over to · the right, and the scroll top on the right similar to 
that on NO.4. 

Harp No. 9 is the general type used on shillings with mint-mark 
harp, and on half-crowns with mint-mark portcullis. It has a 
curled-over front head, and a large curl at the back. In one or 
two cases it is much coarser and broadened, and this I call Harp 
No. ga, because it did not appear in the half-crown plate. I have 
only seen it on one or two shillings with the mint-mark harp, and one 
with the mint-mark bell. 

Harp No. 10 is very similar to No. g, but has a flat head, and 
a curious projection in front of the foot; it has appeared in shillings 
under portcullis, bell, and crown, and on half-crowns with the two 
latter mint-marks. 

Harp No. I i is a common pattern in the late round shield period, 
and was again reverted to under mint-marks (P), (R), and star. 
It is often very difficult to distinguish from NO.7, which was also 
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. used at the same time. The principal difference is in the shape of 
the head. 

Harp No. 12 has rather fine lines with a sort of eagle's head. 
-1 have only found it on one shilling with the mint-mark anchor, 
and on two half-crowns with mint-mark triangle struck over anchor. 

Harp No. 13 I have not, so far, found on a shilling, though it is 
fairly common in the half-crowns with mint-mark triangle and star. 
It has a curl to the right at top left, and a scroll ornament on the 
top right. It is very similar to No. 8. 

~arp No. 14 is a debased edition of No. II~ and may easily be 
mistaken for it. It became general under the mint-mark tun with 
the square shield. 

Harp No. 15 is again a debased type of No. 14, and exists on 
some half-crowns with mint-mark (R) only. 
. Harp No. 16 is apparently a rough copy of No. I or NO.3. It 

-~ccurs under star, eye, and sun of Type 4, and the sun and sceptre 
mint-marks of Type 5, in which type it is the usual pattern in both 

\ 

shil1.,ings and half-crowns. 
Ha~p No. 17, as I have previously mentioned, is the shape 

used on the Briot coin with the mint-mark anchor. I have only 
found it on one Tower coin, the shilling with that mint-mark, to 
which I have drawn special attention in the context. 

As an instance of the lack of finality that confronts a student 
of these prolific issues, since this paper was completed (I had hoped 
finally), other varieties have been discovered; the cross calvary, 
Type la, and the upright anchor and castle issues, Type Ie, have 
added yet another to our list of harps; viz., that which I have 
numbered 3a and inserted in the plate of harps. 

This extraordinary emblem exhibits a lion's instead of a bird's 
head, on the fore-front, and I have secured a specimen with the 
mint-mark anchor and found another in Miss Helen Farquhar'S 

" ' Collection with the mint-mark castle. I imagine that these two 
coins are from the same die, my specimen with the mint-mark 
anchor probably having that mint-mark overstruck on the castle, 
though it shows very little trace of such over-striking; but in addition 
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to these Mr. Raymond Carlyon-Britton has a specimen of Type la, 

mint-mark cross calvary, which of course is without the Welsh 
plume, and which exhibits this new harp, and he points out that 
this harp was also used on some of the gold coins of the same period. 

In conclusion, I have again to express to Miss Farquhar, to the 
President, to Mr. Carlyon-Britton, and to other Numismatic friends, 
my grateful thanks for the assistance which they have so readily 
afforded me for a close examination of their many specimens of the 
minor varieties which I have attempted to describe in this paper. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES TO THE TABLES OF VARIETIES WHICH FOLLOW. 

These tables are headed with the type and mint-mark varieties, and the dates 
of issue of the latter, and are divided into columns which show the various die 
varieties of each type and mint-mark and dates of issue of the latter. The types 
are based on Hawkins' enumeration of them, with such additions and modifications 
as have been noted in the context and rendered necessary by discoveries since his 
valuable work was written. 

The first column shows the number of the die (starting from No. I in each 
different type and mint-mark), in the order of the longest obverse legend discovered, 
down to the shortest. 

The second column shows the presence or absence of pellets by the mint-mark. 
The third column shows the different abbreviations of the King's territorial 

titles (of which there are 19 wordings), and these are numbered I to 19 on the list 
below; some of these, however, do not exist in the shilling values. 

There are also five different ways of abbreviating those titles, which are used 
throughout the series, and to identify these the letters "a" to "e" are used in 
conjunction with the figure which denotes the actual lettering; thus a coin which 
reads MAG . BRI . FRA . ET HI . REX will (if the following table is referred 
to) be found to be legend 7c, whereas if it had the addition of the pellet after the 
word ET· it would be classed as legend 7b, i.e., 

No. I. MAG! BRIT! FRAN! ET • HIB ! REX Ia. Same, ! stops, no pellet 
(Note, this reading is not known on a 

Tower shilling) 
after ET 

lb. Same, pellet stops, pellet 
after ET 

Same, pellet sto~s, none 
after ET 

IC. 

Id. Same, but : stops, pellet 
after ET 

Ie. Same, : stops, no pellet 
after ET 
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NO.2. MAG! BRIT! FRAN! ET . HI ! REX 
NO.3. MAG! BRIT! FRA ! ET • HIB ! REX 

NO.4. MAG! BRIT! FRA ! ET . HI ! REX 

NO.5. MAG! BRIT! FR ! ET . HIB ! REX 

No.6. MAG! BRI ! FRA ! ET . HIB ! REX 

NO.7. MAG! BRI! FRA! ET· HI! REX 

No.8. MAG! BRI ! FR ! ET . HIB ! REX 

NO.9. MAG! BRI !FR ! ET . HI ! REX 

No. ro. MAG! BR ! FRA ! ET • HIB ! REX 

No. II. MAG! BR ! FRA ! ET . HI ! REX 

No. 12. MAG! BR ! FR ! ET . HIB ! REX 

, 
No. 13. MAG! BR ! FR ! ET . HI ! REX 

(Not known on a shilling.) 
3a. Same, ! stops, no pellet after 

ET 
3c. Same, pellet stops, none 

after ET 
3J. Same, but without any 

stops at all. 
4b. Same, pellet stops, pellet 

after ET 
(No varieties of stops m this 

reading.) 
(No varieties of stops in this 

reading.) 
7a. Same, ! stops, no pellet 

after ET . 
7c. Same, pellet stops, none 

after ET 
7d. Same, but : stops, pellet 

after ET 
7J. Same, but without any stops 

at all. 
(No varieties of stops in this 

reading.) 
9a. Same, ! stops, no pellet after 

ET 
9c. Same, pellet stops, none 

after ET 
loa. Same, ! stops, no pellet after 

ET 
na. Same, ! stops, no pellet after 

ET 
Iza. Same, ! stops, no pellet 

after ET 
13a. Same, ! stops, no pellet 

after ET 
13b. Same, pellet stops, pellet 

after ET 
13c. Same, pellet stops, none 

after ET 
13d. Same, : stops, pellet after 

ET 
13e. Same, : stops, no pellet 

after ET 
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No. 14. MA ! BR ! FR ! ET . HIB ! REX 

No. IS. MA ! BR ! FR ! ET • HI ! REX 

\ 

No. 16. M ! BR ! FR ! ET . HIB ! REX } 

No. 17. M ! BR ! FR ! ET • HI ! REX 

No. 18. MAG! BR ! FR ! ET • H ! 

No. 19. MA ! BR ! FR ! ET • H ! 

I4a. Same, ! stops, no pellet 
after ET 

14e. Same, : stops, no pellet 
after ET 

ISa. Same, ! stops, no pellet 
after ET 

ISC. Same, pellet stops, none 
after ET 

ISd. Same, : . stops, pellet after 
ET 

Ise. Same, : stops, no pellet 
after ET 

(These two readings not known 
on shillings.) 

(No varieties of stops m this 
reading.) 

(No varieties of stops m this 
reading.) 

The fourth column gives any special remarks on the obverse design of the coin. 
The next three columns refer to the reverse only, the fifth column giving the 

pellets by the mint-mark, the sixth the variety of the harps as enumerated on the 
plate illustrating those varieties, and the last column any remarks on the reverse 
design and legend on the coin. 

All the coins enumerated and illustrated are in the Author's collection, except 
where the ownership is otherwise indicated in the reverse remarks column. 
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SHILLINGS OF THE TOWER MINT OF CHARLES 1. 

. LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND DIE DIFFERENCES. 

P ellets Pellets 
by by 

Die Obverse Legend Remarks-Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks-Reverse. 
No. Mint- No. Mint- No. 

mark. mark. 

TYPE t.-King's head in collar and mantle. Square shield on reverse. 
Mint-mark lis, issued July 7th, 1625. 

Nil 3 : before CAROL VS Nil Mint-mark to left of cross. 

2 Nil 

3 Nil 

4 ·L 

5 ·L·R 

Q Nil 

7 Nil 

8 Nil 

9 Nil 

10 Nil 

.I2 • L 

13 ·L 

I4 Nil 

15 Nil 

.16 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

3 

3C 

3f 

4 

6 

7f 

9C 

(Fig. I, PI. I.) 

Obverse die of NO.2 

No stop whatever on 
obverse. 

No stops whatever on 
obverse. 

(Fig. 2, PI. I.) 

From die of No. 1>2. 

From die of No. If· 

Nil 

:R 

Nil 

Nil 

·R 

:L:R 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

·R 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

: before CHRISTO, mint-mark 
to left of cross. 

: CHRIS/TO: A VS / PICE: R 
/ EGNO 

Mint-mark to left. 
CHRIST /0 . A VS / PICE • R 

/EGNO 
No stop after REGNO 
(Col. Morrieson). 
Mint-mark to left of cross. 
CHRI S / TOA VS / PICER I 

EGNO 
(Col. Morrieson.) 
CHRIS I TO: AVS I PICE : R 

IEGNO 
Mint-mark to right of cross. 
CHRIST /0 . AVS/PICE.R 

/EGNO 
CHRISTO / A VSPI I CERE I 

GNO 
Mint-mark to left of cross 
(Col. Morrieson). 
Mint-mark to right of cross. 

CHRI / STOA V I SPICE I 
REGNO 

Mint-mark to left. 
CHRIS I TO·AVS I PICE·R 

/EGNO 
Mint-mark to left. Same 

divisions. 
Mint-mark to left. Same 

divisions. Pellet before 
CHRISTO 

Mint-mark to right. From die 
of NO.9. 

Similar to No.8, but CHRITO 

2 Error CHRITO Mint-mark to 
left. CHRIT I 0 • A VS I 
PICE·R I EGNO 
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Pellets 
by 

Die Obverse 
No. Mint-

mark. 

1 Nil 

2 Nil 

3 ,L 

I Nil 

2 ·L 

3 Nil 

4 Nil 

5 ·L·R 

6 .L 

7 ·L 

8 ·L·R 

I 

2 

3 ' 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Silver Coins of the Tower Mint of Charles I. 

Pellets 
by 

Legend Remarks-Obverse. Reverse Rarp Remarks-Reverse. 
No. Mint- No. 

mark. 

TYPE l.-Mint-mark cross calvary. Issued June 29th, 1626. 

13a Possibly from die of 
No. 16, lis, over
struck. 

I3a From die of No. I 

13a Cross calvary over lis. 
Lis die No. 12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

I 

I 

A most curious harp. Mint
mark to right. 83 grains 
only. 

CRRI / STOA V / SPICE / 
REGNO 

Mint-mark to right . Divisions 
as last (from a different die). 
Overstruck on lis. 

Do. 80 grains only 
(R. Carlyon-Britton). 

TYPE la.-Slightly different head in ruff and armour. 

IIa 

13 

138 

13 

13 

Mint-mark cross calvary. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

.R 

Nil 

Nil 

(Fig. 3, PI. I.) Nil 

Nil 

I 

3 

I 

I 

This and all following have 
mint-mark to right of cross, 
except where shown otherwise 

(Col. Morrieson) . 
CRRI / STOA V / SPICE / 

REGNO Reverse die of No. 
I, Type 1 

(Col. Morrieson). 

Reverse die of lis NO . 3. Mint
mark overstruck. Mint-mark 
to left 

(Col. Morrieson). 
79 grains only. 

2 CRRI / STOA V / SPICE / 
REGNO An overstruck die 
on lis. 77 grains only. 

3a 79 grains, legends as last 
(British Museum). 

TYPE la.-Mint-mark negro's head. Issued June 29th, 1626. 

9 

13 

12 

From the obverse die 
of cross calvary No.2, 
overstruck with a 
very wide negro's 
head. 

(.Fig. 4, PI. I.) 

Nil 

·R 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

3 

CRRI / STOA V / SP~CE / 
REGNO 

(R. Carlyon-Britton). 

Same reading 
(Col. Morrieson). 
Same reading. Die of No. I. 

Same reading 
(Bri'tish Museum). 



Pellets 
by 

Die Obverse 
No. Mint-

mark. 

Nil 

2 Nil 

3 ·L 
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Pellets 
by 

Legend Remarks-Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks-Reverse. 
No . Mint- No. 

mark. 

TYPE la.-Mint-mark castle. Issued April 27th, 1627. 
12 

13 

Probably from the Nil 1 Same divisions. 
negro's head die read-
ing HIB; see Type Ie 

The bust breaks the 
inner circle, but not 
the legend. 

(Fig. 5, PI. I.) 

Nil 

Nil 1 

CHRI / STO • AV / SPICE / 
REGNO 

From the die of No.2 
(Col. Morrieson). 

TYPE lb.-Obverse of Type I, but plume above the shield of reverse. 

Nil 

Nil 

: I·
L 

I 

Mint-mark lis. 

13a I (Fig. 6, PI. I.) 

I3!l Probably No. 12 lis. 

Nil 

Nil 1 

Mint-mark to right of plume. 

Die of No.1 
(Col. Morrieson). 

TYPE lb.-Mint-mark cross calvary. 

9a I Struck over the lis. I Nil I 1 I Mint-mark overstruck 
. (Col. Morrieson). 

I4a Do. . L· R I Not overstruck 
(F. A. Walters). 

TYPE lc.-Obverse of Type la, but plume over the shield of reverse. 

13 

Nil 

2 Nil 12a 

3 Nil 13 

Mint-mark cross calvary. 

.L.

1

R I 
N'l I 

I I 
Error CHISO for CHRISTO 
(Col. Morrieson). 
(British Museum.) 

TYPE lc.-Mint-mark negro's head. 
Almost identical, and Nil 1 Mint-mark to right of plume. 

probably the same No "arms" to cross in the 
die as No. I, Type la, quarterings. 
but this shows a very 
narrow negro's head 
mint-mark, which 
may be caused by 
double striking. 

(Fig. 7, PI. I.) 
This die ta,s evidently 

been altered from 
MA! to MAG! 

(Fig. 8, PI. I.) 

From NO.3, Type la. 

Nil 

Nil 

Mint-mark to left of plume. 
This coin shows the arms to 
cross extended to the edge of 
the coin, and is the only one 
I have ever seen so decorated 
with the plume over shield 
reverse. The legend is 
thereby divided 
CHRIS / TO·AVS / PICE·R 
/EGNO 

Mint-mark to right of plume. 
This coin omits the arms to 
cross 

(Col. Morrieson) . 



Pellets 
bv 

Die Obverse 
No. Mint-

mark. 

I Nil 

2 Nil 

3 .L 

4 ·L 

5 Nil 

6 Nil 

. 7 ·L 

I Nil 

2 ' Nil 

3 Nil 

4 .L 

5 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

2 ·L.R 

3 ·L 

4 ·L 

5 ·L 

Silver Coins of the Tower Mint of Charles 1. 

~,f:dl Pellets 
by 

Remarks--Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks--Reverse. 
Mint- No. 
mark. 

TYPE lc.-Mint-mark castle. 

Nil 

Nil 

13 From die of NO.3, Ia. Nil 

13d (Fig. I, PI. 2.) . L· R 

13 Obverse mint-mark Nil 
struck over the ne-
gro's head. Possibly 
from NO.3 die of that 
mint-mark, Type Ia. 

(Fig. 2, PI. 2.) 
13b Obverse die of NO.2. L. R 

castle, Type Ia. 
13 Over negro's head. . L. R 

(Col. Morrieson.) 

(Col. Morrieson.) 

From the die of NO.2 
(Col. Morrieson). 
Mint-mark to left of plume. 

Mint-mark to right of plume, 
which is much broader and 
more flowing than the last 
coin and succeeding types, 
like the plume on negro's head 
shillings. 

Mint-mark to left of plume 
(R. Carlyon Britton) . 

3a A new type of harp with a 
lion's head 

(Miss Helen Farquhar). 

TYPE lc.-Mint-mark anchor. Issued July 3rd, 1628. 

I3e 

13e 

13B 

13e 

13e 

Mint-mark struck over 
negro's head. This 
variety must there
fore exist in that 
mint-mark, but I 
have not seen it with 
: abbreviations in 
this reading. 

(Fig. 3, PI. 2.) 
From the die of No. 1. 

Mint-mark not over
struck. 
Do. 

Obverse die of NO.3 
(Fig. 4, PI. 2.) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 Reverse mint-mark is not over-
struck, and is to left of plume. 

Reverse not overstruck 
(A. H. Baldwin). 

4 From die of No. I 
(Col. Morrieson). 

3a (British Museum.) 

4 (R. Carlyon-Britton.) 

3a A lion-headed harp, possibly 
struck over castle NO.7. 

TYPE lc.-Mint-mark heart. Issued June 26th, 1629. 

14e No colon after BR. • L· R 
Bust breaks legend. 

15a Bust breaks legend. • L. R 
(Fig. 5, PI. 2.) 

15a Bust breaks legend. • R 

15e Bust breaks legend. • L. R 

15e Bust breaks legend. Nil 

4 Mint-mark to left of plume 
(R. Carlyon-Britton). 

4 Mint-mark to left of plume. 

4 Mint-mark to left of plume. 

4 Reverse of No. I 
(Col. Morrieson) . 

4 (Col. Morrieson.) 
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I 
Pellets Pellets 

by by 
Die Obverse Legend Remarks-Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks-Reverse. 
No. Mint- No. Mint- No. 

mark. mark. 

TYPE lc.-Mint-mark plume. Issued June 23rd, 1630. 

Nil Ise Bust breaks legend. . L. R 4 A curious coin showing the 
(Fig. 6, PI. 2.) square-topp'ed shield of Type 

I on reverse. Extra. before 
CHRISTO 

2 ·R is Bust breaks legend. ·L.R 4 ? die of No. I 

(R. Carlyon-Britton). 

TYPE 2a.-Obverse somewhat similar to la, but bust exhibits more armour. Reverse oval shield 
garnished, surmounted by CR 

Mint-mark plume. 

.L·R 

2 .L.R 

3 ·L.R 

4 Nil 

S ·L 

S 

8 

8 

9 

6 .:-L.R IS 

7 .L.R IS 

8 .L.R IS 

9 ·L·R IS 

IO ·L.R IS 

(Fig. 7, PI. 2.) 

..: .. L.R 

· ·L 

. :.L.:.R 

· :-L.R 

. : .L.R 

. :.L.:.R 

. :-L-:·R 

.:.L.:.R 

· :-L . R 

.L.R 

S 

S 

6a 

S 

S 

A pellet each side of and 
between CR and each side of 
shield . 

Pellet each side of and between 
C R and each side of shield . 

Pellet each side of and between 
CR 

6a Pellets by C R and between . 

S Error CHRSTO for CHRISTO . 
Pellet each side of and 
between C R 

6a (Col. Morrieson.) 

6a (Col. Morrieson.) 

S (Lincoln & Son.) 

TYPE 2a.-Mint-mark rose. Issued June 30th, 1631. 

2 .L.R 

3 . :L . R 

4 ·L·R 

S ·L·R 

6 .L.R 

9 

13 

Isa (Fig. 8, PI. 2.) 

IS 

IS Die of NO.4 

IS Do. 

· :.L.R 

·L 

Ni l 

Nil 

.L·R 

:.L.R 

S 

S 

S 

S 

Pellets between and each side 
of C R 

No pellets anywhere on the 
reverse. 

Die 'of NO.3. 

6a (Col. Morrieson.) 

S Die of No. I 

I (Spink & Son). 
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Pellets Pellets 
by by 

Die Obverse Legend Remarks-Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks-Reverse. 
No. Mint- No. Mint- No. 

mark. mark. 

TYPE 2b.-Obverse of 2a, reverse plume above shield, similar to 2a, surmounted by C R 
Mint-mark plume. 

I .L,:'R 

2 • :-L-:·R 

3 ·L.R 

4 • :-L.;oR 

I ·L 

2 ·;·L 

3 Nil 

4 .L·R 

5 Nil 

5 

5 

5 

5 

9 

9 

12a 

The entire bust within .; ·L.; ·R 
the inner circle. 

(Fig. T, PI. 3.) .L·R 

.L·R 

8 Mint-mark to left of central 
plume. 

4 Mint-mark to left of the central 
plume. Groups of 7 and 5 
pellets in legend 

(Miss Helen Farquhar). 
8 Mint-mark to left of plume. 

8 Do. 
(British Museum.) 

TYPE 2b.- Mint-mark rose. 

Mint-mark struck over . L· R 
the plume. 

Mint-mark struck over • L. R 
the plume. 

(Fig. 2, PI. 3.) 

4 

4 

Pellet below each letter C R 

Mint-mark to left of central 
plume. 

4 (Col. Morrieson.) 

4 Mint-mark to left of central 
plume 

(R. Carlyon-Britton). 
4 Die of No. T 

(A. H. Baldwin). 

TYPE a.-Obverse has bust with long hair, lovelock and falling collar. Reverse has an oval 
shield garnished, with C R at sides. 

Mint-mark harp, issued June 21st, 1632. 

I ·L.R 

2 ·L·R 

3 Nil 

9 Mint-mark to left of 
King's crown, which 
impinges on legend 
space. 

9 Mint-mark to left of 
King's crown, which 
impinges on legend 
space. The harp 
mint-mark is bird
headed, a variety 
which I have only 
noticed on one other 
coin, viz., the reverse 
mint-mark of NO.4. 
Extra before 
CAROLVS 

(Fig. 3, PI. 3.) 
loa Bust within circle. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

9a C R now at sides. No pellets 
anywhere on reverse. 

9 No pellets anywhere on reverse. 



Pellets 
by 

Die Obverse 
No. Mint-

mark. 

4 Nil 

s Nil 

6 · L·R 

7 .L·R 

8 Nil ./ 

9 .L.R 

Silver Coins of the Tower Mint of Charles I. 79. 

Legend 
No. 

l oa 

IS 

Pellets 
by 

Remarks-Obverse. Reverse 
Mint-
mark. 

TYPE 3-continued. 

F rom the die of NO.3 Nil 

Similar head and crown • L • R 
to No. 1. 

.L·R 

. R 

.L.R 

.L · R 

Harp 
No. 

9 

6a 

s 
9a 

s 

s 

Remarks-Reverse. 

No pellets anywhere on reverse. 
Bird-headed harp as mint
mark. See obverse remarks 
of No. 2 

(Col. Morrieson). 

An inverted V for A in 
AVSPICE. 

10 • L IS A very curious coin, . L· R 6a 
wi th a head similar to 
the portcullis coin, 
quite confined within 
the inner circle. 

II • L. R .- I3a Another of this curious . L· R 6a 
bust. 

(Fig. 4, Pl. 3·) 
12 .:. L IS Head in circle. . L· R S 

13 .L-:.R 

·L . R 

2 .L·R 

3 .L·R 

4 Nil 

S ·L · R 

6 .L · R 

7 · L · R 

8 ·R 

9 Nil 

10 ·L·R 

9a .: .before CAROLVS .: ·L· : ·R 9 Possibly a proof 
(Miss Helen Farquhar). 

TYPE 3.-Mint-mark portcullis . Issued July IIth, 1633. 

12 

Isa 

Large head, now en- . L · R 
tirely within the 
inner circle. 

·L·R 

Head smaller, and well . L· R 
within inner circle. 
Do. .L.R 

Head of NO.3. . L· R 

Isa Head slightly larger • L· R 
and better. 

(Fig. S, Pl. 3·) 
Isa As last. • L· R 

Isa Head of No. 1. 

Isa Head of NO. 3· 

Isa 

.L · R 

·L·R 

.L·R 

9 

7 (Col. Morrieson.) 

10 

S (British Museum.) 

S (Spink & Son.) 

s 

8 

s 

S 

7 



80 Silver Coins of the Tower Mint of Charles I. 

Pellets Pellets 
by by 

Die Obverse Legend Remarks-Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks-Reverse. 
No. Mint~ No. Mint- No. 

mark. mark. 

TYPE 3a.-Obverse of the last, but h as no inner circle. Reverse has a round shield, without C R 
and without inner circle. 

Mint-mark bell, issued June 27th, 1634. 
I • L. R IS Mint-mark very small. . L . R ga 

(Fig. 6, PI. 3.) 
2 • L· R IS Mint-mark very small. • L. R 10 (Col. Morrieson.) 

3 .L··R 

4 .L.R 

5 .L.R 

2 

3 .L.R 

4 .L.R 

5 .L.R 

6 Nil 

IS 

IS From die of No.!. 

.L·R 

·L·R 

.L·R 

10 (Col. Morrieson.) 

ga 

II 

TYPE 3a.-Mint-mark crown, issued June 18th, 1635. 
12 

12 

Fine work and letter- .: .L.: ·R 
ing. Proof-like in 
appearance, but has 
been considerably 
circulated . ? crown 
over bell. 
Do . .L·R 

7 (Lincoln & Son.) 

7 CR. Carlyon-Britton.) 

-: ·L·:-R 10 

I5a (Fig. 7, PI. 3.) .: ·L· :·R 
I5a Different die,with head . L· R 

further back, and not 
direct under the mint-
mark. 

IS 

7 

7 

7 

7 .: .L ·R I5 a 

8 -: .L-:.R I5a 

" L . R I I (Lincoln & Son.) 

.: .L·:·R II (Lincoln & Son.) 

9 II (British Museum.) 

TYPE 3a.-Mint-mark tun. Issued February 14th, 1635/6. 
I . L . R I5a • L . R 7 

2 ·L·R IS 

3 Nil IS 

4 Nil IS 

5 Nil IS 

6 ·L·R IS 

7 · L·R IS 

The word ET is clearly . L· R 
struck EP 

.L·R 

7 

II 

Obverse of NO.3. . L· R II Error CHRISTO spel,t 
CHRISO 

(Col. Morrieson). 
Do. . :-L-: · R 7 ? From die of crown No. 4 

overstruck 
(R. Carlyon-Britton)., 

? die of NO.3. . L' R 7 Error CHRISTO spelt 
CHRSTO 

(R. Carlyon-Britton). 
This coin has a much . L . R II 

larger head, truncated 
higher up than usual. 
(Fig. 8, PI. 3.) 
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Pellets Pellets 
by by 

Die Obverse Legend Remarks-Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks-Reverse. 
No. Mint- No. Mint- No. 

mark. mark. 

TYPE 3b.-Obverse 9f Type 3, reverse similar thereto but with Welsh Plume above the oval shield. 

I 

2 

Mint-mark harp. 

Nil 

Nil 

This and the following 
are the only two coins 
at present known of 
this type which is 
inserted here (though 
of course really issued 
concurrently with 
Type 3 harp), to 
conform to usual 
type numerals. 

(Fig. I, PI. 4.) 

.;.L·:·R I2 

but 
varied 
head. 

This reverse has the oval shield 
with C R at the sides, but is 
also surmounted with the 
Welsh plume. The only 
known reverse die of this 
mint-mark known so deco
rated 

(Miss Helen Farquhar). 

. : .L. : ·R As last. Die of the last. 

TYPE 3c.-Obverse that of 3a, reverse has the 'Welsh plume above round shield. 
Mint-mark bell. 

·L·R I 2 

2 .L·R I3 

3 .L.R IS 

I ·L ·R IS 

2 -L·R IS 

3 -: .L.;oR IS 

4 ·L IS 

·L·R IS 

A round, well-executed I .L·R IO 
coin, probably a 
proof, and struck in 
a collar. 

(Fig. 2, PI. 4.) 
.L·.R Not so neat, a f( cur- II 

rent" coin. 

Do. .L·R II 

TYPE 3c.-Mint-mark crown. 

.L·R II 

.L·R IO 

(Fig. 3, PI. 4·) Nil II 

Nil IO 

TYPE 3c.-Mint-mark tun. 

The only coin known ! L . R 
of this type and mint-
mark with the Welsh 
plume. 

(Fig. 4, PI. 4·) 

II 

Extra stop after REGNO. 
Mint-mark to the right of 
the central plume, which is 
nea t and small. 

Mint-mark to the left of 
central plume 

(Col. Morrieson). 
Mint-mark to left of central 

plume 
(F. A. Walters). 

Mint-mark to left of central 
plume. 

Mint-mark to right of plume 
(Col. Morrieson). 

Mint-mark to left of plume. 

Mint-mark to left of plume 
(British Museum). 

Mint-mark to left of central 
plume 

(Col. Morrieson). 

G 



82 Silver Coins of the Tower Mint of Charles I. 

Pellets Pellets 
by by 

Die Obverse Legend Remarks-Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks- Reverse. 
No. Mint- No. Mint- No. 

mark. mark. 

TYPE 4.-Aberystwith head, small XII behind bust, reverse square shield. Inner circles both 
sides. 

Mint-mark tun. 

I Nil 18 A very rare reading. ·L,R I4 

2 Nil 18 Obverse of No. I. .L 1'1 (Col. Morrieson.) 

3 Nil 15 (Fig. 5. PI. 4·) ·L·R I4 Similar to No. I . but different 
die . 

4 ·L 15 • L·R 14 

5 Nil 15 ·R 14 (British Museum.) 

TYPE 4a.-Much smaller head, similar to smaller Aberystwith. Figures of value still small. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Nil 

· L 

· L·R 

Nil 

Nil 

Mint-mark tun. 

13 

15 (Fig. 6, PI. 4.) 

15 

19 Very rare reading. 

..L 

·R 

.L·R 

·L·R 

.L·R 

II I (British Museum.) 

TYPE 4b.-Small head. varying. Large figures of value behind the head. 

:1 
.L·R 

Nil 

I .L·R 

2 Nil 

3 .L · R 

4 Nil 

5 .L.R 

6 .L·R 

7 ·L·R 

13 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Mint-mark tun. 

1 (Fig. 7, PI. 4 ·) 

I
·L

.
R I 

.L·R 

TYPE 4b.-Mint-mark anchor. Issued May 8th, 1638. 

Anchor is upright. . L· R 

Do. .L·R 

Do. (Probably from . L· R 
the die of No. I.) 

Anchor is upright. . L· R 
(Probably from the 
die of No.2 .) 

Anchor upright, die of • L. R 
No. I. Narrow bust. 

Anchor prone, shank . L· R 
to right. Broad head, 
round-shouldered 
bust. -

From the die of No.6. . L ·.R 

12 

Anchor is upright. 
I • 

Do. 

Anchor prone, shank to left. 

Do. 

Anchor prone. shank to right 
(R. Carlyon-Britton). 
Anchor is upright. Possibly 

reverse of No. I. 

Anchor prone, shank to right. 



Silver Coins of the Tower Mint of Charles I. 

Pellets Pellets 
by by 

Die Obverse L egend Remarks- Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks-Reverse. 
No. Mint- No. Mint- No. 

mark. mark. 

TYPE 4b.-Mint-mark anchor (continued). 

8 Nil 15 Anchor prone, shank . L . R 14 Error REGNOO. Anchor 
to right. Bust as No. prone, shank to right. 
6. 

9 Nil 15 Do. ·L,R 14 Anchor prone, shank to left. 

IO ,R 15 Do. ;L·R II Do. 

II • R 15 Anchor prone, shank . L . R 14 Anchor upright. 
to left. Bust as No. 
6. 

12 . R 15 Do. .L .R II Anchor prone, shank to left. 

13 ·L·R 15 Do. ;L.R 14 Do. 
(Fig. 8, PI. 4.) 

14 Nil 15 Anchor prone, shank . L . R II 

to left. Bust as No. 
Do. 

6. 

15 ·L·R 15 Do. .L 14 Do. 

16 Nil IS Do. -: ·L· ;OR II Do. 

17 Nil IS Do. .L·R 14 Do. 

18 • L. R . 15 Anchor prone, shank • L· R 14 Do. 
to left. Narrow bust, 
similar to No. I , 

Type 4a. 

T YPE 4b.-Mint-mark triangle. Issued July 4th, 1639. 

I Nil 

2 Nil 

6 

6 

6 

IS 

Round-shouldered bust . L· R 

Do. -:·L-:·R 14 
(Fig. I, PI. 5.) 

Almost identical with . L. R 14 
No.1. 

ReadsMA! BRI! FRA! . L ; R 
ET.HI! B ! REX 

14 Reverse mint-mark 

An extraordinary 
reading in any case, 
but with the B added 
to HI in this way, 
doubly so. 

From obverse die an- . L; R 
chor NO.7. 

anchor. 

II (H. A. Parsons.) 

G2 

over 



Silver Coins of the Tower Mint of Charles I. 

Pellets Pellets 
by by 

ie D 
N 

Obverse Legend Remarks-Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks-Reverse. 
o. Mint- No. Mint- No. 

mark. mark. 

TYPE 4c.-Older and better head, more like the bust on Briot's anchor shilling.l 
Mint-mark anchor. 

I .L.R 6 This and the Museum ; L· R 
specimen are the only 
coins showing this 
bust and the anchor 
mint-mark which I 
have seen. Anchor 
prone, shank to left. 

(Fig. 2, PI. 5.) 
A photograph is also 

shown (Fig. 3, PI. 5) 
of Briot's shilling for 
comparison. 

17 A curious shaped harp, only 
hitherto noted on some of 
Briot's shillings and half
crowns with the mint-mark 
anchor. Anchor prone, shank 
to left. 

1 NOTE.-In this connection the two curious half-crowns, mint-mark triangle over anchor, in Miss 
Farquhar's and Colonel Morrieson's collections, apparently made from Briot's puncheons but of 
Tower workmanship, and also the unique 0 crown in the British Museum, also made from 
Briot's puncheon, should be noted. 

·L.R 

2 .L.R 

3 

4 

Nil 

·R 

5 ·L·R 

I 

2 

3 

5 

. R 

Nil 

Nil 

·R 

3 

6 

9 

TYPE 4c.-Mint-mark triangle. 

Head exactly as the . L . R 
last-named coin with 
the anchor mint-mark 

II 

II 

12a Very scarce reading. 

,L·R 

.L·R 

·L·R 

.L-R 

Triangle is struck over the 
anchor. From the die of 
anchor No. 13. 

The Irish harp high up, touch
ing quartering line. 

Die of NO.4. 

TYPE 4c.-Mint-mark star. Issued June 26th, 1640 . 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7a (Fig. 4, PI. 5.) 

·L·R 

.L,R 

.L·R 

·L·R 

·L.R 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Mint-mark struck over anchor 
(Col. Morrieson). 

TYPE 4c.-Mint-mark triangle in circle. Issued July 15th, 164I. 

1 Nil 7 • L . R ' II 

2 ·L·R 

3 ·L 

7 

7 

.L·R 

.L.R 

II 

II (Col. Morrieson.) 



Die 
No. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

I 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Silver Coins of the Tower Mint of Charles I. 85 

Pellets Pellets 
by by 

Obverse Legend Remarks--Obverse. Reverse Harp Remarks-Reverse. 
Mint- No. Mint- No. 
mark. mark. 

TyPE 4c.-Mint-mark (P). Issued May 29th. 1643. 
Nil 6 ,L-R II 

.L.R 6 (Fig. 5. Pl. 5.) ·L·R II . 
• L·R 6 Obverse of NO.2. ·L·R I4 (Col. Morrieson.) 

Nil 6 .L·R I4 

TYPE 4c.-Mint-mark (R). Issued July 15th. 1644. 

Nil 6 ·L·R 16 

Nil 6 .L-R 14 

·L.R 6 .L·R 14 (R. Carlyon-Britton.) 

TYPE 4c.-Mint-mark eye. Issued May 12th, 1645. 

.L.R 6 -L·R 16 

-L.R 6 Obverse of No. r. ·L·R II 
(Fig. 6, Pl. 5.) 

.R 6 .L·R II (R. Carlyon-Britton.) 

Nil 6 .L.R II (British Museum.) 

TYPE 4c.-Mint-mark sun. Issued November roth, 1645. 

·L·R 6 Obverse of eye No. 1 .L.R 16 Reverse of eye No. r. 
overstruck. 

·R 6 Possibly not overstruck, -L·R 16 Also not overstruck, and from 
otherwise very similar. a different die. 

.LoR 6 ,L·R 16 

TYPE 5.-A long. narrow. coarse-featured head. and debased type of coin. 
Mint-mark sun. 

6 

6 I 
Bust as early sceptre. 

Do. 

·L·R 

lL.R 

16 

16 

TYPE 5.-Mint-mark sceptre. Issued February 15th, 1646/7. 

lliL.R I 6 I(Fig.7,P1.5.) ,L.R 16 

TYPE 5a.-A Slhort. broad, and older bust. with coarse features. 
Mint-mark sceptre. 

6 I (Fig. 8, Pl. 5·) I·L.R I 16 
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